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Chart 1: Coverslide 

 
 
Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. 

 

Thank you for joining us on this significant occasion. 

 

I am especially pleased to welcome Kris Peeters, minister-

president of Flanders. And of course also that Cathy Berx, the 

most distinguished governor of the Province of Antwerp, is part of 

our ceremony. 

 

Today we have laid the cornerstone of the foundation for a new 

world-scale polyamide plant here in Antwerp. 

 

In doing so, we did not only begin a major expansion of this 

extraordinary site in Antwerp… we also honor another important 

milestone in the continuing progress of LANXESS. 
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Our operations here represent our company’s second-most-

important production region outside of Germany. 

 

We now have roughly 1,400 employees in the Antwerp area. 

 

There is no question that our facilities in Belgium are contributing 

substantially to our success at LANXESS. 

 

And it is a success that can make us all feel proud. 

 

Chart 2: LANXESS – a global player in the specialty chemicals 
industry 

 
 

We had record results in 2011, when we posted 8.8 billion euros in 

sales and a 24 percent increase in EBITDA. 

 

And for the first quarter of this year, we achieved EBITDA of 369 

million euros, an increase of nearly 15 percent.  Our sales climbed 

another 15 percent to 2.4 billion euros. 
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We expect second-quarter results to be equally positive. 

 

This means we are on target for another record year, and on 

schedule to achieve our corporate goal of reaching EBITDA of 1.4 

billion euros in 2015. 

 

It is this success that makes possible major investments and major 

expansions such as the one we are celebrating today. 

 
Chart 3: Antwerp - fostering LANXESS’ leadership in high-
tech plastics 
 

A new world-scale polyamide plant with 
an investment of EUR 75 m

Expected production start in the first 
quarter of 2014 

Planned annual capacity of 90,000 tons

Third major expansion investment in Belgian  
high performance materials facilities since 
2010

Antwerp – fostering LANXESS’ leadership in high-tech plastics 

3

Important milestone for 
driving LANXESS’ growth

 

What we are building here is in every sense a world-class 

industrial facility. 

 

It represents an investment of roughly 75 million euros. 
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When it is completed in the first quarter of 2014, it will have an 

annual capacity of 90,000 metric tons. 

 

The following short movie will give us a first impression of this 

world-scale facility. 

 
[Animation movie on new facility] 
 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

This new plant will be further proof of LANXESS’ commitment to 

being the leader in high-tech plastics and in the technology of 

“Green Mobility”… the global trend that we believe represents the 

future of the automotive industry. 

 

This site in Antwerp has become one of the keys to our global 

success in developing high-tech plastics and intelligent 

composites. 

 

The new polymerization plant represents the third major 

investment in our Belgian facilities for high-tech-plastics in the last 

two years. 

 

We invested 35 million euros here to expand our capacity to 

produce caprolactam… and another 15 million euros to increase 

our production of glass fibers across the river, in Kallo. 
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Both are key intermediates in the manufacture of high-tech 

plastics. 

 

Now, add to that the polymerization plant that we are starting to 

build today, and it should be clear that Antwerp has become the 

indispensable anchor of LANXESS’ position in global high-tech 

plastics. 

 

For here we are making the basic ingredients for Durethan… the 

rising star of our flourishing plastics business. 

 

Business schools use the term “backward integration” to describe 

the efforts of a company to maintain control over the key 

ingredients it must rely upon to manufacture its final products. 

 

I prefer the term “common sense.” 

 

Certainly for LANXESS it is good common sense to maintain a 

supply of the base resins and intermediates that are so critical to 

the success of one of the most promising areas of our business… 

high-tech plastics. 

 

Yes, you may call this “backward integration,” but I also think of it 

as intelligent forward-thinking. 

 

Here in Antwerp, with our flourishing caprolactam plant, our glass 

fiber plant and our soon-to-be-realized polymerization plant, we 

are truly masters of our own destiny in the high-tech plastics world. 
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And I must say that it now looks to be a most promising destiny. 

 

Chart 4: Strengthening compounding capacities in key 
markets 

 
 

We expect global demand for high-tech plastics to grow annually 

by 5 to 6 percent through 2020. 

 

That is why we are increasing capacities here in Antwerp and at 

our compounding facilities throughout the world. 

 

At our site in Wuxi, China, for instance, we have completed our 

second expansion, which has boosted capacity by nearly 50 

percent, to 60,000 tons a year. 

 

In January of this year, we started production at our first 

compounding facility in India, at LANXESS’ Jhagadia site. 
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In the second half of this year, our new facility in the United States 

– located in Gastonia, North Carolina – will come on stream. 

 

We have also doubled our capacity at the plant we own jointly with 

DuPont at Hamm-Uentrop, Germany. 

 

And next year, another new compounding facility at our site in 

Porto Feliz, Brazil, will come on stream. 

 

So you can see that what we are doing here in Antwerp is being 

repeated, on a slightly smaller scale, at our compounding facilities 

around the world. 

 

In the last two years, LANXESS has invested more than 185 

million euros in our global production network for plastics. 

 

The great majority of that investment – 125 million euros – has 

been made here in Antwerp. 

 

So it should be pretty clear that Antwerp is the heart of our global 

plastics network. 

 

Why are we making these significant investments now? 

 

It is not just because we are very bullish on the future of high-tech 

plastics. 
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Chart 5: LANXESS – enabler of “Green Mobility” 

 
 

It is also because we are committed to strengthening our position 

as a leader in the technology of “Green Mobility.” 

 

“Green Mobility” must inevitably be the future of transportation. 

 

Governments, policymakers, and consumers are now demanding 

that automotive and tire companies develop technologies that will 

reduce the fuel consumption and CO2 emissions of automobiles 

and trucks. 

 

This is a seminal moment in the history of transportation. 

 

People are not just talking about the need to lower fuel 

consumption and reduce emissions. 

 

Regulators are now demanding that we do something about it. 

 



 

120524_speech ACH Antwerp_with slides.doc  

Page 10 of 14 
 

 

And LANXESS is at the forefront of those companies that are 

doing something about it. 

 

We are focusing on technologies that enable automakers and tire 

makers to produce more energy-efficient vehicles. 

 

There are two basic ways that we contribute to “Green Mobility.” 

 

One of the ways stems from LANXESS’ leadership position in 

synthetic rubber. 

 

We develop the high-performance rubbers, rubber chemicals, 

technical rubber products and advanced rubber technology that 

make possible fuel-saving “Green Tires.” 

 

Our butyl rubber and rubber chemicals plants here in the Antwerp 

docklands are major contributors to this strategy. 

 

“Green Tires” are the revolutionary tires that combine low rolling 

resistance with excellent wet grip and durability.  They can reduce 

fuel consumption and emissions by 5 to 7 percent.  And they save 

consumers hundreds of euros over the life of the tires. 

 

“Green Tires” already represent the fastest-growing segment of 

the tire industry.  And because of government regulations and the 

spread of tire labeling, there is enormous potential for long-term 

growth. 

 



 

120524_speech ACH Antwerp_with slides.doc  

Page 11 of 14 
 

 

Our other major contribution to “Green Mobility” is also happening 

here in Antwerp… and in all the places around the world where we 

are perfecting the technology for high-tech plastics. 

 

Carmakers understand that one of the most effective ways to 

reduce the fuel consumption of an automobile is to reduce its 

weight.  They also understand that lighter cars are essential to the 

future of electric mobility. 

 
Chart 6: Hybrid components enabling lightweight solutions 
 

 
 

That is why major automotive manufacturers are now using 

LANXESS high-tech plastics to replace traditional materials such 

as steel and aluminum. 
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Polyamides, such as our Durethan brand, have a wide variety of 

applications in the cars on today’s roads.  These include weight-

saving body parts, onboard electronics, oil pans, coolant pipes and 

media hoses. 

 

We developed the plastic-metal hybrid technology now used in the 

front ends of cars. 

 

Today more than 70 hybrid applications are deployed in assembly 

lines across the world.  And more than 50 million hybrid parts have 

been manufactured. 

 

Hybrid components are up to 30 percent lighter than their all-steel 

counterparts; but they are just as strong and deliver the same 

performance. 

 

LANXESS high-tech plastics have a vital role to play in helping 

automotive manufacturers improve the fuel efficiency of their cars. 

 

Without question, our plastics are one of the keys to “Green 

Mobility.” 
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Chart 7: LANXESS’ products and technologies are key to 
“Green Mobility” 
 

 
 

And there is no question that “Green Mobility” represents the 

future of the automotive industry. 

 

That is why the cornerstone of the foundation we have just laid 

represents much more than just the first step in building a new 

polymerization plant. 

 

 

It symbolizes the next major advancement in our global strategy to 

lead the way in high-tech plastics… and in the technology of 

“Green Mobility.” 

 

That is why I so warmly congratulate all of you who have made 

this day possible… and who have made this tremendous industrial 

facility in Antwerp one of the crown jewels of LANXESS. 
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Thank you. 

 
Chart 8: “Green Mobiltiy” Logo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Forward-Looking Statements. 
This news release may contain forward-looking statements based on current 
assumptions and forecasts made by LANXESS AG management.  Various 
known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material 
differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or 
performance of the company and the estimates given here.  The company 
assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or 
to conform them to future events or developments. 
 


