
 

 LANXESS Polyamide Plant 
Antwerp, Belgium 

May 31, 2012 
________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Foundation Stone Ceremony 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Michael Zobel 
Business Unit Head 

High Performance Materials 
LANXESS AG 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

(Please check against delivery) 
 
 



 

120524_Speech Zobel_ Antwerp_with slides.doc  

Page 2 of 9 
 

 

Chart 1: Coverslide 

 
 

Good morning, and thank you all for being a part of this important 

ceremony. 

 

Dr. Heitmann gave us an excellent explanation of today’s 

significance – what it means to our business strategy and growth, 

as well as to future trends in “Green Mobility.” 

 

I would now like to provide you with additional information on the 

work of my business unit – known as LANXESS High Performance 

Materials – and exactly what this new polymerization plant here in 

Antwerp will be accomplishing. 

With an emphasis on innovation and quality, we continue our 

quest for sustainable, environmentally friendly solutions – and we 

are generating remarkable results. 
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Chart 2: High Performance Materials – a leading supplier of 
premium high-tech plastics 
 

 
 

Today we are a leading supplier of high-tech plastics.  With 

roughly 1,500 employees serving 600 customers, we have a 

global market position among the top five. 

 

We have engineering know-how and superior products.  This 

makes us a reliable business partner and means we can provide 

smart, custom-tailored solutions employing our premium 

compounds. 

 

These include Durethan – a family of thermoplastics based on 

polyamide 6 and polyamide 66 – as well as Pocan, a range of 

thermoplastic polyesters.  These two premier brands of high-tech 

plastics are in high demand from the automotive industry.  As Dr. 

Heitmann has indicated, they are radically changing mobility for 

the better. 
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Chart 3: High-performance materials and high-end 
engineering know-how at its best 
 

 
 

In addition to our premium products, we offer the HiAnt brand.  

HiAnt stands for expertise at all stages of advanced component 

development.  It includes concept and material development, 

computer-aided engineering, parts testing and processing. 

 

HiAnt makes us a heavyweight in lightweight materials.  It has 

produced numerous smart solutions and has supported a broad 

spectrum of innovative applications in the automotive and 

electronics industries. 

Dr. Heitmann provided some compelling examples of how our 

high-tech plastics are enabling significant advances in “Green 

Mobility.”  I would like to add a few more. 
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Chart 4: Enabling innovative applications 
 

 
 

Our composites are being used in the world’s first brake pedals 

made of polyamide reinforced with glass fibers.  They are easier to 

manufacture than comparable pedals made from sheet metal; they 

possess the same mechanical strength but are 50 percent lighter. 

 

In light of the global megatrend toward increasing personal 

mobility, our Durethan and Pocan offerings are providing new 

solutions for the most efficient new vehicles.  Our plastic-metal 

hybrid technology is being incorporated into car bodies, and our 

plastics are perfect for lightweight battery trays and covers, as well 

as electrical housings and flame-retardant plug connectors. 

 

These under-the-hood and powertrain components, combined with 

our lightweight structures and other applications for e-mobility, are 

serving the automotive industry’s most urgent current needs.   
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Carmakers are working to upgrade performance, reduce fuel 

consumption, increase safety, achieve cost savings and escape 

from design constraints. 

 

We are enabling them to do all of these things, and we are doing 

so quickly and efficiently, thanks to our High Performance 

Materials network. 

 

Antwerp is at the heart of this network, which spans Europe, the 

United States, Brazil, India and China. 

 

Chart 5: Supply security through leading position in 
polyamide value chain 
 

 
 

 

Already today more than half of the caprolactam and glass fibers 

that we produce are used internally.  This integrated value chain is 

vital to our business model.   
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And now the production of polyamides here in Antwerp will 

reinforce this city’s position at the center of our high-tech plastics 

business. 

This is an exciting time for our industry, as the full potential of our 

high-performance materials has yet to be fully realized.  One thing, 

however, is certain.  And that is the integrity of our supply chain. 

 

Dr. Heitmann mentioned our backward integration… which he 

referred to as “forward thinking.” 

That is the perfect description for this new polymerization plant.  It 

will strengthen LANXESS’ leading position in the polyamide value 

chain by tightening the connections between our production of key 

intermediates like caprolactam and glass fibers and our production 

of high-tech plastics like Durethan. 

 

This kind of integration will allow us to continue, undiminished, our 

product and application development. 

 

Chart 6: Antwerp – the heart of our High Performance 
Materials network 
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It will allow us to maintain our leadership in developing and 

compounding high-tech plastics. 

 

And it will allow us to continue meeting the needs of our customers 

with innovative, tailor-made solutions. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, our operations here in Belgium underlie 

LANXESS’ leadership in premium high-performance materials… 

as well as the high-end engineering and know-how that allow us to 

maintain our innovative edge.  These activities serve not only our 

customers, but the megatrends in mobility that are making the 

world a better place. 

 

Thank you again for being a part of today’s ceremony. 

 

 

 

Chart 7: “Green Mobility” Logo 
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Forward-Looking Statements. 
This news release may contain forward-looking statements based on current 
assumptions and forecasts made by LANXESS AG management.  Various 
known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material 
differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or 
performance of the company and the estimates given here.  The company 
assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or 
to conform them to future events or developments. 
 


